Book Review Template
This is our user book review template for reviewers of books, including print, digital, and audio.  

There are just four steps to submit your review here:

1. Read our Posting Rules ( http://www.darkestgoth.com/communitygoth/postingrule/ )

2. Reviews should be 500 – 1000 words.  Make sure you have between 3 – 5 images to submit, including a featured, cover, and banner image. (Go to the end of this template to see how to size images.†)
3. Replace ALL words in {curly bracketed} sections to fill in Review Title, Tags, and the review below by highlighting and typing over them, retaining their formatting. Then go to www.darkestgoth.com/submitreview
4. Fill in the appropriate blanks based off what you filled in for title and tags.  Then directly paste the form between the symbols “‡ § ‡” to the concluding “//‡ § ‡” into the Body of the online form (the large rectangle beneath the “Add Media” button which has “Visual” & “Text” tabs on the right side).
REVIEW FORM:
Post Title: {example: Conscience of the King [BOOK REVIEW]}
Post Tags: ( five to six search terms, separated by commas): {example: Dragonhorse, ruler, spacefaring, mystery, prophecy}
Post Category: Choose “User Submitted Review” from pull down menu.
‡ § ‡
Author: {example: Showandah Terrill}
Publisher: {example: Short Horse Press}
Genre:  {example: Sci-Fi/Adventure}
One Sentence Synopsis: {example: School teacher unexpectedly gets genetically promoted to leader of a major part of the galaxy.}
Series: {example: Dragonhorse Rising. (Put “Standalone” if not part of a series)}
Formats: {example: Hardcover & Ebook}
Release Date: {example: June 4, 2019}
Number of Pages: {example: 316 pages}
MSRP: {example: $28.00 HC/$9.99 Ebook}
Website: {Website URL}
Purchase Site: {Purchase URL}
Reviewed by: {example: Reverend Leviathan}
Final Score: {# out of 5, rounded to nearest .5} Moons (out of 5) 
{Intro paragraph with general storyline of the book, without spoilers.}

Story
{1-3 paragraphs about the overall story, focusing on the intro, climactic questions (without spoilers), and then commenting on how well the ending worked.  (Again without spoilers.)}
Dynamics
{1-3 paragraphs about the enjoyability of the read as it pertains to the interaction of characters, the interaction with any unique elements (like how a special power or ability fits in), and the way in which the overall universe pulls you in or doesn’t pull you in.}
Audience Fit
{1-3 paragraphs about who the right audience would be for this release and whether you feel it's a good fit for them.}
Closing Thoughts
{Closing paragraph that wraps up your thoughts on this book and whether our readers should go pick it up or not!}
Story: {# out of 5, rounded to nearest .5} Moons (out of 5.0)
Dynamics: {# out of 5, rounded to nearest .5} Moons (out of 5.0)
Audience Fit: {# out of 5, rounded to nearest .5} Moons (out of 5.0)
Final Score (not an average): {# out of 5, rounded to nearest .5} Moons (out of 5.0)
//‡ § ‡
Prepare Images for submission checklist:
1. Featured image (600 px square .jpg) ††

2. Banner Image (1500 px wide x 300 px high .jpg) ††

3. Cover Image (500 px wide by 750 px tall .jpg) ††

4. Two to five .jpg screen grabs from the film (min. 960 px wide; max. 1500 px wide) †
† Resizing Images:
If you do a lot with photos, you may already have access to sizing and conversion tools like Photoshop & Lightroom, or open source options like GIMP.  But if you're using your smartphone or are just getting started and want to submit, we have an online option we've been pretty impressed with called PicResize.

We do have some specific image sizes we need for your submitted images, which have to do mainly with the physical size (how many pixels the image is) and the .jpg compression (which we recommend around 65% or so in a traditional editing software, or “Good” in PicResize terminology).

You can batch resize all your larger images to the sizes we need with the free online batch conversion software, PicResize Batch (www.picresize.com/batch.php ). 

The options you'll select for your main gallery images are:

1.  Resize Your Picture = "Custom Size"

2. *Width = "1000 px" (leave the height blank so it doesn't warp your image)

3. JPG Quality = "Good"
†† Featured, Poster & Banner Images: 

Using the regular PicResize (http://www.picresize.com/) Online Website:

Featured Image: Set your crop tool to 1:1 ratio and enlarge it until it shows most of the middle of your picture without anything on the edge.  Then crop it and resize it to "600" pixels wide.  
Cover Image: Choose a crop tool that's close to 5 x 7.5 vertical in ratio on the front cover of the book.  Enlarge it until it covers most of the front of your cover.  Then crop it and resize to 500 px wide by 750 px tall. 
Banner Image:  Start with a 1500 px wide photo and then hand draw a wide, but narrow, rectangle from one edge to the other through the center of the photo.  Crop it until your size is close to 1500 pixels wide by 300 px tall. 
Save: Save all of these with the JPG quality:
